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00:38 
CD: Tell us about the events the night of the seventh 


00:43 

DJ: During the day I went down to the hanger and helped fill sandbags. About 
eight o'clock somebody decided it was time to have some coffee. So we got one of 
these big vats tubs whatever they're called and put it in the back of a pound 
truck and we were going to go over to the carrier side of the island the dining 
hall over there and get some coffee. I looked up in the air and I saw half a dozen 
planes and could tell that they were ours. My eyes were good enough, I don't 
know what altitude they were at but the search lights were playing on them. It 
was the scout group from the carrier Enterprise. Whenever the carriers were 
due to come in they would always send an advanced party out. So the sent a half 
a dozen SPD's I think - dive bombers. And they landed during the attack, I didn't 
know that and went on out to look for the Japanese fleet. (02:04) and they get 
back in about eight o'clock and they're flying over battleship row and their 
normal approach was to come over battleship row, peel of like that (gestures) 
come back around and land. I don't know what kind of maneuver they probably 
got a name for it and I heard that they were told not to do that but they did it 
anyway and the minute that the first plane peeled off everything had a gun, 
every gun in the area was aimed at him. I don't if I can tell you the precise 
sequence but we left the hanger about that time to go before, actually before the 
anti-aircraft started to go over to get the coffee and we got to the end of the 
runway which was depressed cars could go underneath while planes where 
landing and Mr. Martinez, is that his name, he was telling me about that he 
knew the pilot of the plane that got back to Pearl, that got back to Fort and I just 
happened to be in the panel truck at the end of the runway when he came in. I 
could still, well kind of, hear the engine, he had a firewall until he got over me 
then when he hit the end of the runway he dropped it down and chopped it got it 
(04:03) we went on about our business when we were going to go over to get 
coffee and they have a apron I don't know if it was a parking area or if it was a 
part of the runway. Anyway we made a turn to the right off the road off the 
perimeter road we had our headlights on, you know moving along, HALT! Turn 
off those lights. Ok, I wasn't driving, I was in the back so well we continued by 
him turn them back on again. HALT! Turn off those lights third time he say and if 
you turn them back on again I'm going to shoot them out. And we when on over 
to, toward the dining hall, and just about gotten there when the shrapnel had 
started falling, you know what ever has to go up has to come down. (05:15) and 


man, you could have almost read a newspaper by the light of the tracers which 
was only every fifth bullet. And now all that stuff comes down, and we , and 
somebody like I said somebody always knows what to do and he said get under 
cover I didn't have sense enough to do that on my own, but there was a wooden 
trailer, a wooden deck tailer, beside the building the dining hall that we were 
going to go into and I jumped under there and it sounded like a hailstorm all that 
shrapnel coming down and uh, and the next day I saw what came down. Strips of 
steel about that long (gestures) went from that wide to that wide, twisted to 
jagged edges, man it was, and were still, we were still wearing white hats, we 
hadn't gotten any tinny helmets yet. And I could imagine what would have 
happened if one of those big chunks had fallen on me. (06:36) We were lucky. We 
didn't lose anybody we went over and got our coffee and made our way back to 
the hanger. Spent the rest of the night filling sandbags. I slept on the sand bags 
that night. You asked about if there was anything different I don't know if you 
mentioned monday, I don't remember what you said. (7:00) We were rationed to 
a half a cup of water, a half a delicious apple, one slice of bread with corn beef 
hash or something like that. Twice a day, that was our rations. When the Arizona 
went down it sat it was astride of our water line came over from the Navy yard. 
So we didn't have any water. The water we had was in the swimming pools. So 
they emptied they sucked the enlisted mens officers dry and whenever that was 
gone they started taking it out of the officers swimming pool. And the water was 
almost pea green. I can still. I can still well I always said if somebody passed a 
bottle chlorine over top of a tub of water just passed it over I could, I could smell 
the chlorine in the water, and that's been, that's been one thing I, I think the 
most lasting thing about that, cause I hate chlorinated water. (08:24) 


08:25 
CD: So what was your, what was the mood on the island and at the navy base 
after the attack? 


08:32 

DJ: I know nothing about the navy base and I know nothing about. I don't know 
anything about the mood. What kind of mood can you have. You've got business 
to take care of , thing that you gotta do, you just go on about your business and 
uh I never, I didn't, I'm not going to say that I'm anti-social, but I didn't know 
anybody, you know and we didn't get together and talk about whatever was 
going on. We just went about our business. 


09:08 
CD: How did you, what was your role after Pearl Harbor? What did you do 
throughout the rest of your time 


09:23 

DJ: Well, there was a change in the structure of the squadrons. After the war 
started, prior to the war the squadrons were pretty massive they had four- 
hundred and fifty or so men in a squadron. They had all their own shops, all their 
own carpenter shops, their own welding shops, prop shop, whatever, and shortly 
after the war started they formed, well I forget what it started out to be headron 


or headquarter squadron of something it's on my 201 file or my whatever, 
whatever the form is I forgot now. It's the history of your tour, that you get when, 
whenever you get discharged you get one of these. (10:19) I forget what the 
number, what the form number is. But anyway they formed headquarter 
squadron and they, they took over the maintenance of the squadrons and the 
excess men they went too eventually went to different islands which I was one of 
them, they went to, I went to combat aircrew school, what's it called combat 
aircrew school (10:47) removing and replacing engines and what ever and 
during the battle of Midway I was at Canuway Bay going to gunnery school as a 
part of that schooling whatever the wing moved from pearl to Canuway Bay I 
think in september of 1942 and I went over with it and when and they need 
reinforcements out the Pacific. So east coast squadron comes out, I remember 
planes, I remember seeing planes from fifty-one and seventy-one I think forty- 
one, forty-four, it doesn't make any difference but they brought the planes out 
sometime, sometimes somebody stole the planes, some other squadron wound up 
with the aircraft and that's what happened to VP-22. (12:02) VP-22 didn't have, 
they lost I don't remember how many, but I don't know what the official count 
was., but the story was they were lined up nose to tail on the plane ramp and a 
bomb dropped through number eight and took everything with it. All the planes, 
the whole, however many planes were there. So planes came out from the states 
and VP-22 acquired anew set of aircraft and they went to the Dutch East Indies 
to help the Dutch out. They were a little bit slow, the Japanese came in , and in 
some cases they never even made it to the ramp the Japanese fighters straight, 
while they were still in the water, taxi-ing up to the ramp. I'm talking about, I 
can't remember any of the names of the islands, it's been a couple of years, but 
and VP-22 I saw it got to be a little bit elite because they were the first squadron 
officially to engage the enemy. Help other people engage the enemy and they 
went on the Dutch East Indies and I mentioned Pat Wing-Tan from the 
Philippines, well they retreated from the Philippines and they went down about 
the same time to the Dutch East Indies. They all wound up in, I guess that would 
be western Australia, anyway our squadron was disbanded in March of 1942 and 
that group, the men that were in it between 1939 and 1942 they formed their 
own little, their own little organization and they had reunions to which I went to 
a couple three and I lost my train of thought again. (14:23) 


14:25 
CD: Did you see the bombs hit the seaplanes in the hanger for VP-22? 


14:32 
DJ: Did I see what? 


14:34 
CD: On December seventh did you see the bombs hit the seaplanes 


CD: There's a million and a half people a year that go out to the Arizona 
Memorial to remember and pay their respects. What would you want people to 
take away and from their visit there someone who saw it and lived through it. 


16:35 

DJ: I'm not a tourist, I travel and I pick up bits and pieces, little things. Like I 
told you, I still have my mess pass and my liberty pass and I've picked up a lot of 
little things from all around the country but I'm, I'm not a tourist. I don't go out. 
I've never been back to Hawaii, well I stopped on my way back from Japan, years 
later, but I've been to Hawaii. I'm not, I have no idea what they have in the 
museum now, or what they have for. I would certainly hope that one thing, if the 
tourists go out there today, and they pick up souvenir, that they don't see made in 
China. Not that I got anything against China, but by golly we go factories in this 
country that can produce that sort of thing, and if it's going to be an American, 
an American display American whatever made in this country. That's my only 
comment about that. (18:05) I stopped on the way back at John Rogers Airport 
in 1960. My youngest son was sick. I had to take care of him, and they wouldn't 
let me leave the airport. And that's closest I've been to being back there since. I 
did see, I was invited, they had a reunion, VP-22 had a reunion, I think in '91. 
That would have been fifty years, right? They had a reunion in Hawaii and I 
chose not to go. I like to remember things pleasantly, and I don't think that what 
they've done to Hawaii is pleasant. For people that don't know what it was like in 
1941 they got no frame of reference. I was there in '41 and I wouldn't, I think 
it's, I understand the why and wherefore but I still thinks its a crime to take 
beautiful beach front property like Hawaii, Wiakiki beach and turn it into a 
commercial establishment or whatever. Which is the big reason I've never gone 
back, it's not that I can't afford it, although whatever the airfare is it's not 
peanuts, but that's the reason why I never went back. I never wanted to see the 
new Hawaii if you will 


20:10 
CD: If you had the chance to say something to the Japanese pilots who were 
flying that day under orders from their folks what would you say to them? 


20:26 

DJ: That really isn't a good question to ask me because my first major duty 
assignment in the Air Force in 1956 happened to be in Japan. And for whatever 
reason they were very polite and easy to get along with and relatively nice 


people. I am not one that holds a grudge against the Japanese and I tell you why. 
If you're in the military you do what you're told to do. Ours was not to do or die, 
and it doesn't matter what language your say it in it's still the same. And I have 
never, marginally maybe, I didn't, when Toyota's started coming into this country 
I didn't really appreciate that, but I have no personal animosity towards them at 
all, for the reasons that I said. You do what your government tells you to do. 


21:52 
CD: What do you think Pearl Harbor has come to mean today to us as a nation? 


21:58 
DJ: Are you talking about the physical location or are you talking about today? 


22:08 
CD: Today. 


22:10 

DJ: Frankly most people don't even, most young people today don't even know 
what you're talking about. This has been a bitter experience for me because. And 
since the picture came out about Pearl Harbor which was a travesty in my 
estimation, hope you didn't work for that company. That was an education to a 
degree for some people, but most people don't even know. I carry my card 
around and just to be a wise guy once and a while I show it to people, but oh 
that's nice you know, but they know nothing about, they don't even know where 
it is, alot of people don't even know where it is. 


23:17 
CD: If you could say something to visitors who go to this site, travelers you wind 
up there, if you could say something to them, what would you say to them? 


23:38 

DJ: I don't know. There were a lot of good men. Young vibrant men that lost there 
lives. I think I would, I think that I would try to get them from, to keep to get 
them, to try to get our government to stop going to war. I understand that there 
is a difference between Pearl and what's going on today, but it's still the same. 
Men die, young men die, and I don't know what else to say. 


24:36 

CD: Is there anything about your experience on that day or at Pearl Harbor that I 
haven't asked that you think is important. Is there anything that I haven't asked 
you that you think is important? 


24:50 

DJ: Give me a minute to think. Well I don't know what it would be, I'm not a 
thinker in that way. I'm an analyst. I'm not a questioner. And I don't know what 
else you could ask me. And I think I've said what I would like to say about the 
people I think. Did I tell you who the nurse was, who the lady was? 


25:46 

CD: You did say her name but you saw that she was. You didn't say her name but 
you said that she was in the cafeteria taking care of doing what she could for the 
wounded. 


25:56 

DJ: At four o'clock in the morning there was a destroyer outside of Pearl Harbor 
thought they had spotted a conning tower and they did what they could to take of 
it and they called the navy yard or whatever I'm guessing and somebody called 
the admiral in charge of patrol wing two, and I'm only guessing at that. I don't 
think they have admirals at squadron level, I'm going to assume that that was a 
commander of patrol wing two he got u at four o clock in the morning or shortly 
thereafter woke is wife and daughter and went and took care of the affair-age 
and dispatched the Catalina to help search for the submarine. The young lady 
was his daughter. (26:52) That's one of the questions I had always wondered 
about was what is that young lady doing so soon after the bombs had dropped in 
my dining hall. I didn't find out until maybe she special on the 60" anniversary 
that she was on that. Of course she wasn't young and svelte anymore, but I, I 
couldn't say that I recognized her, but because of the interview I knew who she 
was. (27:47) 


27:54 
CD: Thank you so much for sharing your story. 


27:54 

DJ: I thank you for the opportunity. I had never talked about this. I had thought 
about writing a book, but I welcome the opportunity and kind of get my name in 
the history books. For posterity anyways, whatever (28:27) You asked a question 
and I only partially answered it and I can't remember what the question was. It 
was something about what I did subsequent in the Navy. I moved to Canuway bay 
with the wing and found myself by 19, I think, 43 in a, as part of a squadron. 
One of the east coast squadrons that went out there was VP-71 and they went on, 
at the time that patrol wing two went to Canuway Bay, the reason they went 
there was because patrol wing one had moved to New Caledonia (29:35) I forgot 
where I was going. New Caledonia became the headquarters for patrol wing one 
and one of the squadrons that went down there from Newfoundland or 
someplace was VP-71 so they had already done a tour in the Pacific. In the South 
Pacific. During the time of the invasion of Guadacanal and the era and they 
came back to Hawaii and split in two. The Navy had taken over, the navy had 
bought some B-24s they were modifying one in Canuway Bay, I saw the plane 
during the modification procedure they came to be know as the privateer and but 
that was a follow on the original ones were just B-24s. (30:55) and 71 split up 
they retained their identity as a PVI outfit, the experienced people, the people 
that knew something went to VP-104 or something like that which was a B-24 
outfit. 


31:32 
CD: Where were you at the end of the war? 


31:36 
DJ: That's an interesting question. Let me tell you where I was at the end of both 
wars. 


